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Lester Tanzer
Managing Editor

N>
~
~

et Y

February 22, 1982

Mr. William J. Casey
Director, Central Intelligence Agency
Langley, Virginia

Dear Bill:

The manuscript of our interview with you is submitted for your
approval. It has been sized for publication, and the conversational tone,
which we feel is important, has been preserved.

Please limit changes to corrections of errors or inaccuracies, making
such changes on this original, which we would like to have returned by 4:00
p.m. Wednesday, February 24, at the latest. When the manuscript is ready,
please have someone call William Deeck at 861-2305, and we will have it
picked up immediately.

After return of the manuscript, we may have to eliminate an entire
question and answer for space reasons, Or rearrange portions for clarity,
continuity or news developments. Should updating of your remarks be
necessary or additional questions need to be answered, we will get in touch
with you.

Please keep in confidence our plan to publish this interview.
Let me take this opportunity to express our appreciation for your time
and cooperation in making these views availsble to our audience of ten

million readers. Immediately upon publication, magazines will be delivered
to your office.

Sincerely,
éj——/’/
N Waj/(/
Enclosure
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STCFY:CASEY.V QUFUE :REALY-WEE MSG: .
VEYER EMT: HJ: 21 PP INI:JF OFR:ERJ  ;02/22,15:34
INTERVIEW WITH WILLIAM J. CASEY ORIGINAL

JRANSCRIPT

TIRECTCR, CENTREAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

washington, I.C.

U.S.NEWS § WORLD REPORT Fetruary 19, 1S€2

¢ Mr. Casey, there’s a great deal of concern that this
cecvrtry right te dragged into a Vietnam-like quagmire in X1
Selvader. In your view, is that fear warranted?

A Nc. I don’t think El Selvador or what we’re likely to do
there tears eny comparison to Vietnar. In the first place,
¥1 Salvaeder is on our doorstep. And we’re not. just talking
etcrt F1 Salvador. We’re talking about Central America --
Micarsgua, Costa Rica, Hcpduras and Guaterala. The
insurgency is bteamed at all those countires. Furthermore,
this is part cf a worldwide rroblem.

¢ ‘wcrldwide in what sercse?

} Arcund the middle of the ‘7@s, the Soviets assessed the

(MORE)
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iryrect of Vietnam on American rutlic orinion and decided we
irctaetly would te restricted in our ability to resrond to
lcw-level insvrgency crerations. In the last seven years,
ctartirg with the disratch ¢f sorhisticated wearcns to Jjoin
vr with Cutan troors in Angola, -they have develored a very
innovative and trilliant rix of tactics --political,
dirlcratic, destabilization, subversion, -terrorists and
surpcrt of insurgencies. And they have arrlied this earound
the world.

Cver tris rast year alone, you’'ve had insurgencies in
Merth Yemen, Chad, Morocco, Kamruchee, El1 Salvador,
Guetemela, Zaire. You have incirient insurgenciés in almost
every African country. The Soviets wecrk in some corncert
with Cuta, Iitya and North Korea. They work with Angola
egainst Naritia and Zeire; with Ethiopia ageinst Somalie,
erd with Iitya and Ethicria égainst the Svdan.
¢ Bcw are the Soviet involved?

A What haprens in these insurgencies is that the Soviets

(MORE)
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go in and €xrloit the underlying social and eccnoric
disccentents, which are plentiful. That gives them a base.
They feed it with trained men and with arms. That drives
eway irvestrent. The insurgents sabotage econoric targets,
end so eccnoric discontent grows. And as the discontent
ercws, more reorle go over to the insurgents’ side. It’s
elrcst a ro-lcse propcsition for the Soviets. They can stey
ip the tackgrcund. They sell their arms and get 2@ percent
¢f their bherd currency from Iibye and other peorle who can
ray fer the arms. It’s something we have very great
difficulty ccring with.
¢ What is Cuta’s role in all this?
A Here’s & country of 1¢ milion with "¢ ,0¢0 reorle around
the.wcrld -- rilitary and civilianf Eesides the Cutan
trccys in Angcla and ¥thiopia, there are 1¢,22¢ technicel
treinees in ¥ast Germany and Czechoslovakia and £,£€2-€,C00
<tudents in the Soviet Union. They have 5¢ reorle hére, €0

1ecrle there -- 2lrost anywhere you can name.

(MORE)
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They can dc this tecause of the demograrhics that made
ther get rid of 12€,000 peorle in the Mariel sealift. There
Fas teen a £¢ rercent jump in the 1S-tc-19 age group in the
(uben rorulation. That’s quite a latent force that Castro
tes rothing tc do with at hcre. He said in a sreech just a
few ronths agc that he would like to send 1€€,C€€ young
(uteans to Siteria to chor down trees for Qonstruction
1rcjects in Cuta.
(' Ic ycu have ccnvincing evidence that arrms surrlies are
ccntinuving frem Cuta to the guerrillas in ¥l Salvador on &
cignificant scale?
£ Ch, yes. %ithout it the guerrillas wculdn’t te able to
sustain en insurgenfy.
¢ And Nicarague? What rart does it rlay?
} This whcle E1 Salvadcr irsurgency is run out of Managua
ty exprerierced rrofessionals in directing guerrille wars.
Ycu‘ve got tec aprreciate that Manague has tecome an

internaticnal center. There are Cubans, sSoviets, -

(MORE)
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¢
Fulgariens, Eest Germans, Nerth Koreans, North Vietnamese, -
rerresentatives cf the FLO. North Koreans are giving some
weercrs they ranufacture. The FI0 prcvides wearcns they ve
ricked up eround their rart of the world. There are
tmerican wearons that the Vietnamese brought in in
cutstartial quantities -- mcstly small arms that were left
tekird in Vietnar.
( BHow large are these foreign grours operating in Managua¥?
A In the case of the Cubans, €,008 are in the ccuntry, of
wher 4,20€2 are in civil work and mayte 1,8¢¢ or z,¢0¢ are
in military and security work..The East Germans and Soviets
Fave screwhere tetween 1,5¢¢; Bulgarians, North Kcreans,
Vietramese —— 1€ or Z€ each.
They all have their little function. The East Germans work
cn the security syster, Cutans werk cn the general
ctrategy, and the Soviets wcrk, for the rcst rart, on the
lerge wearcns that have come in. The North Koreans and

Vietnamese are good at caching arms and digging tupnels and

(MORE)
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things like that.
¢ Why is the eadministretion arrarently so concerned atout
the arrivel in Cvuta of crates presumably containing a

cquedrcre c¢f MiG-Z3s -- & rlane that already 1s orerating

A W¥ell, Cuta has the tiggest air force in the hemisghere,
rext tc cvrs. The new rlanes are just rart of a tuildur.
Tut I dcn’t Xnow that we are that concerned. Jimmy Carter
rede it anm issue when MiG—-22s arrived in Havana and he
didr“t dc enythirg atcut it. I thirk this President has
teen ratrer careful not to rake it ar issue =--althcugh I
wouldn’t say we’re unccncerned.

¢ Dces wret is harpening ncw in Cube violate the 13€2
¥epredy-Krruskchev agreerent ending the rissile crisis?

! Ch, sure it deces beceuse the ‘€2 agreements said the
Scyiets wculd send no offensive weapcns, and it also said
there wculd te no exrort of revoluticn frcrm Cuta. The
cgreerents heve teen violated for 2€ years.

(MORE)
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¢ TLces that mean yov consider the aircraft that are coming
tc Cute new are attaecx rlenes?

A They’re attack eirrlanes, yes.

¢ Are they nvclear caratle?

! They can te made nuclear carable. There’s an export
versicn which is net nuclear carable. We haven’t seen
these; they‘re nect out ¢f tke crate. The protatility is
they’re tte exrert versicn tut it just tekes a little bit
cf wiring_end a 1little tit of work and some rilet training
tc mrake ther nuclear caratle. And thet is e violation of
the agreerent, I°d say.

Cn the cther hand, the Soviets heve tetter ways to hit us
with rvcleer ténts.‘Why would they went to have these rinky-
dirky rlares in Cuta? It’s more likely these rlames are for
the rurrose of tuilding Cuba ur militarily, modernizing
their erry, rrotetly raying ther for their work in Africa
tc keer trelr fcrces in Angcla and Ethioria. Their arrmy
rrctetly feels hepry if it gets modern equirment, and they

(MORE)
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rrctetly wengled these rlanes cut of the sScviets.

¢ Cculd these MiGs te destined ultimately for MNicaraguat

} We think thet Nicaragua is lengthening its runways at
three airports fcor the rurpcse of being atle to take this
kind of fighter. It prrotatly hasn’t teen determined whether
the rlaeanes will go fror Cubaito Niceragua or whether they
will gc¢ directly fromr the Scviet Unicn.

¢ 1Is there & roint at which the U.S. s@ys to Kussia and
Cute, ‘“Thus far and no farther”’?

L That’s the %64 questicn. I don’t think the Armerican
Tutlic generally rerceives the threat in as sericus a light
¢s we ray rerceive it at this stage. I think wve’ll come to
cur senses and face‘up to it.

Evt yorv've got a rrctler nct only of Arerican rublic
crinicn, tut of Igtin fmerican pudblic opimion. It“s the
gringo pretlem. They don’t want us down there. When we go
down there, we tlay intc the hands of the Marxists to a
degree; we give ther & rallying roint. S0 it’s a very

(MORE)
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difficult, corprlex political, dirlomatic, military
decisicn. Youv can’t rake it without putlic understanding
érd ruvblic surrort.
¢ Is there any sign that Latin American orinion is
chargirg and tecoring mcre suprortive of the U.5.?

2 P year ago noc Latin Arerican country was greatly
cocncerned ebcut what was harrening in Fl1 Salvador. Yet when
Mexico and France spoke out in support of the El Salvador
jrsurgents several months ago, 12 Latin Arerican ccuntries
dissented. That shcws growirg concern. At the CAS pmeeting
in St. Iucia @ courle of months ago, there was & Ze-to-3
vete in svrrort of orderly elections in El1 Salvador. The
three dissenters were Nicaragua, Mexico end Graneda. Just
twec cr three weeks ago, Costa Hica, Fl1 Salvador and
Bcpduras got together and called upon Venezuela, Cclombia
¢nd the Upnited States to helr rrotect them against
Miceregua.

Increasingly, the Colomtians and the Venezuelans are

(MORE)
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getting ccncerned and ready to rove in sore way, still
vndefined. The Mexicans should te concerned tecause they’re
the first target. I read now that they’ve got a quick-
reacticn fcrce. So reyte they’re coming around.

Alsc, there is dissidence in Nicaragua. A lot of
Micaereguans think that the Sandinistas are betraying the
revelution. They resent having the country taken over and
rvr ty Cutans. The Cutan amtassador runs Nicaraguva today;
re tells the ‘unta what to do.

So we can hore that develorments in Centrel America will
treed e reection. You say say - Halt’’ tec all this when
yct‘re nct saying it alcne, when you’'re not rerceived to be
teheving in Central America the way the Soviets teheve in
Fclend and when you have encugh Latin American
ferticiration sc¢ that ycu’re helping ther instead cf doing
the whole thing for them.

q Ccocretely, what threat do these develorments in
(entral frerica pose for the U.5.?

(MORE)
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A well, Jjust look at what is harpering down there.
Miceragua, a country of Z 1/Z2 million peorle, ‘has an army
twice the size of El1 Salvedor’s, which has twice the
rcrulation and is fighting for its life. Nicaragua is
cittirg there with a tig arrmy that’s getting bigger, with
Scviet tanks end airfields teing extended and rilots being
irerared for Soviet surersoric rlanes. When and if that
Ferreps -- I think it will haren in six ronths ~-- Nicaragua
will heve rilitary dominance over the rest of Central
tmerice, with a population seven times theirs.

If Cuta with 1@ million reorle and Nicaregua with 2 1/2
rillicr tecple take over the rest of Central Arerica and
tvild up the armies on the scale of their own, you would
heve urwerds c¢f @ rillicn-ren army dcwn there on our
dccrster. Mexice is sitting there with an army of about
15€ ,2¢2 tcday and never thought of having anything more.
¢ Whet tothers rmany reople in this country about El

felvedcr are the rersistent reports thst governmment troors

(MORF)
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ere resronsitle for most of the massacres of the civilian
Tcruvletion. Is this true?

¢ Nctcdy kncws where all these casualties come from. This
is war. Scmetimes they come from the government, and
ccmetimes they ccre fremr the guerrillas. We are satisfied
that the gcvernmrent is sensitive to the irrortance of
discirlining its forces end is making & genuine effort to
do sc. But that’s going to te very slow and not
cetisfactcry to our rutlic orinion. ¥l Salvador has a
viclent scciety, and the law is kind of slow. A man can’t
te ccnvicted c¢f murder withcut a witness under their law.
!’nd thcse who sit in judgment risk their lives tecasuse the
ccciety is violent; . so judges have a tendency to duck the
restcnsivility.

Frt the widely rroragated nction thaet all the massacres of
civi}ians are perrpetrated ty the government and not by the
gverrillas is clearly false. In the final analysis, -you
reve tc meke vr your mind whether yov would rrefer a

(MORE)
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Merxist~Leninist dictatershir to that kind of society.
¢ Tvrping tc U.S. relations with Russia: The CIA and the
Ieferse TLerartrent toth have recently stressed the need to
1imit Soviet access to American scientiflic and
technological research. Why are you suddenly so concerned
¢tcut this issue?
t Ycu need to te concerned about it. We have estatlished a
techneclogy-transfer center at the CIA that has taken a very
cecrrrebensive lcck at the wbole questicn of the degree te
which 2American research and development -- and Western
techrclcegy generélly -- has contributed tc increased
eccvracy, sorhistication, precision, pcwer end
ccunterreasure carability of the Soviet arsemnal.

¥e have determined that the Soviet strategic advances
dererd cn western technclogy to a far greater degree than
enytcdy ever dreemed cf. It just doesn’t make any sense for
vs tc syend additional tillions of dcllars to rrotect
curselves against the carabilities that the o>oviets have

(MORE)

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/11 : CIA-RDP90-00845R000201190027-6

1

2
-«



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/11 : CIA-RDP90-00845R000201190027-6
STCRY}CASEY.V FAGE:
develored largely ty virtue'of having rretty much of a free
1ide cn orr RSD. They use every rethcd ycu can iragine --
rurchese, legel and illegal; theft; tribery; esricnage;
ccientific exchange; study of trade press and invoking the
Freedcr of Irfcrration Act -- to get to this inforpation.

we fcurd trat scientific exchange is a tig hole. we send
schclars cr yecung reorle to the Soviet Union to study
Fushkkir rcetrys they send a 45-year-cld ran out of their
KGE c¢r defense estatlishment to just the right schools and
to the rrcfessors who are working on sensitive technology.

The KGE hes teen develoring an inderendent orgarizaticn
rearly talf as tig as our whole orgarization which does
rcthing but werk on getting access to Western science and
techknclcgy. Trhey’ve teen recruiting about 122 ycvng people
¢ year for the laest 1% years. They rcam the world looking
for technology to rick up. RBack in Mcscow there are 4¢9 or
£¢¢ essessing what they need ard where they right get it --

dcirg their taergeting and then assessing what they get.

(MORE)
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It°s & very scrhisticated and far-flivng oreration.
¢ Can you give us some srecific examrles of ways that
Prmerican scientific and technologicel research has directly
ccntrituted tc the develorrent cf Soviet military
ceratilities?

A Yes. The Soviet atility tb MIRV their wearons - to
develcr rrvlitirle, inderendertly targetable warheads for
their rissiles -~ care largely from some high-rrecisicn
grinding equirment they were able to get from us. The
eaccuracy of their missiles that threaten the survivability
¢f ovr fixed-site land-tased systems came fror their
fccking on to technology in our guildence systems.

I‘'m not saying they right not have rmade these advences
scretire ary way. Eut they‘got them c¢cn the chear and quick.
¢ Hcw car the U.S. counter this Soviet drive to gain
eccess to Americen technology?

A This is scrething which needs to be looked at across
the tcerd in terms of our exrort controls, in terrs of the

(MORE)
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crenness o¢f information and in terms of scientific
exchaepges. We should deterrine what could te dcne in a way
which would te helrful and not counterrroductive., I think
there rrotebly will te a panel of the American Academy of
Scierces that will look carefully at the questicn cf
cciertific exchanges and determine how far one might go to
rezulate these. But you’re not going to shut these down. We
vant tc preserve an oren society. We’re nct going to alter
that. But at the same tire, we are ertitled to protect
scientific and technological secrets.
¢ In trying to curd Soviet access tc scientific research,
ere ycv running into a lot ¢f resistance from tusinessmren
whe say yocu’re demaging the free-enterprise system or
researchers who csay you're trarrling on academic‘freedom?

? 1 den’t think we’'re running into as much resistance as
ycu would exrect. When reople get briefed, they see the
tictvre and recognize it as a very serious protlem.

Cf ccurse, there has teer sore prctest in acaderic circles

(MORE)
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ty those whe think we want to clamp down and imrose
cepscrshir. Trkat is nct teirg rroposed at all. We wanted to
curfece a protlem and see how it could te handled.
¢ Farly in the Reagan administration there was a great
deel cf talk about international terrorism and Scviet
involvement in it. Is thefé é?idence that the Soviet Union
crchestrates the activities of the irternaticnal terrorist
grcuEs?
} No, notody orchestrates them. You know, it’s & great
industry. It was always & false issue whether the Soviets
directed end contrclled world terrorism. World terrorism is
rede up;of a tunch of free-tooters, -end they'reva11,~more
crT 1es§, in tusiness for themselves.

Thejséviets suprly weapcns and trein the PLEC, ‘tco. They
Feve fraining camps in South Yemen. That was thelr way of
getting influence and edging their way into the Middle
Fest.

Put if anytody orchestrates them, it’s Iibya“’s Gadhafi. He

(MORE)
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Fés rade rest cf ther derendent onm him. After the ‘73 war,
vhen the Arat werld was in disarray, Qadhefi was looking
fcr leadershipr. The only thing he had was money and nothing
to srend it cn. So he found all these Falestinian
crgenizations wanting to stir th;ngs up, -and he started to
tuy ther. He started tc put ﬁoney in them. And tken he
ctarted tc trainm ther and s; on. There are over 2<£
training camps in Libdya. Training guerrillas and terrorists
is the seccnd largest irdustry there -- second only to oil.

kher Cadhafi wants to send hit teems out to get his own
dissidents or to retaliate for the downing of two of his
1leres in the Gulf of Sidra ty the United States, be’1l go
tc fcur or five of }hese Palestinian organizations and sign
them up.’

The caritals of terrorisrm are Triroli and Beirut. The
ncrey ccres cvt c¢f Trircli, and the infrastructure and the
false doctvrents, the headquarters, are in Reirut. It’s e
tig tusiness today. They need money, and Qadhafi provides

(MORE)
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( What is Qadhafi’s air?

P He’s striving for egb satisfacticn. He wants tc be a tig
figuré in the wcrld; he wants leadership.

¢ Is he a madman?

A You could say that. When he’s confronted, he has to
retaliaete. He h;s that ki?d qf ego drive. He has to show
thet he’s:as big as anytody glse,'and if the United States
knccks two-of his rlanes out of the air, he’s got to do
screthirg abecut it. Hé talks atout it, and then he’s under
greater prressvre tc do sorething about it. He wants to
syread his influence.

& Are yovr sayirg tpat the hit squads we heard sc much
¢tcut recently were sent oﬁt ty Gadhafi to assassinate
trerican leaders in retaliation for the downing of two
Iityar rlenes in the Gulf of Sidra?

! 1 tbink that’s wher it started. Of course, we had
rreviously bdroken dirlematic relations and teken other

(MORE )
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sters agaiost Litya. GQadhafi is a little guy feelirg he’s
teing kicked around ty the tig guy, end he thinks he’s
really tigeger and he’s going to show it.
¢ Ic those hit teams still rose a danger to the Fresidents:
$ 1 think they do, sure. Ycu don’t call those things off.
Cadhafi sent somebody tec s#y, **We’re going to call them
cff.’’ And then he said he was firing reorle out of his
intelligence crganization, -tut we find they’re still there.
We keer getting rerorts that peorle ére teing recruited,
rcving arcvnd.

It’s interesting that the American colonel -- the deputy
rilitery attache in Paris ~-- who was killed at his home wes
¢t the highest levgl telcw those who are rrovided with
cecurity. I think thet so much security was laid on to
rrctect the President and other top Americans that the
Iityens pulled tack. Eut yov don’t kﬁow when they’re going
tc resure.

Qur Paris‘embassy telieves that & large numter of their
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rersconnel ere urder surveillance. We see reorle casing the
heres of ambassadors in other countries. There’s clearly
<till @ threat, and ycu“ve got to be concerned with it.
¢ Cver all, -is the terrorist threat receding? Is that the
imrlicaticn that can te drawn from the rescue of General
Lczier from Italy’s Red Brigades?
$# Ch, nc. It°s grcwing. I think we’re just seeing the
teginning-df it. Take the Red Brigades. Feorle who take up
thet activity, are crazy and their egos are easily bruised.

Wher tkey suffer a settack, they want to ccme tack or
regeir their reputation and status. They tungled the ILozier
¢ffair frcem their roint of view. So their reputaticn
recedes. Like any cther tusiness, when their rerutation
recedes tkeir atility tec recruit and tc get money
diminishes. If they want to stay in tusiness, they’ve got
tc dc somethipg egain. They’ve got tc sccre a hit. They do
this tc rake éen irrression cr tc get attention.

The reascn I say it’s going to increase is that the
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crrertunity to inflict real damage and to really influence
rutlic orinion hasn’t teen scratched yet. Just the mere
threet of geing after a nuclear-storage derot or a nuclear
rlert in Evrcre -- think what that wculd do to whir ur thé
reece rovement there. The orportunities to score
frcragandistic hits are so much greater than has been
exrlcited. That’s why I think we’re golng to have rore
terrcrisr tefcre we get less of it.

¢ 1If you were naming the half dozen most dangercus stots
crcvrd the werld fer the United States over a coring
reriecd, what wculd they te?

A TIren, Central Arerica, the Middle East, the other side
¢f the Fersiar Gulf, Gerrany and East Furore, Morocco and
the Straits of Gitraltar.

¢ To you mean East Germany, or West Germany and Bast
ryrecre?

} 1 think that whole mix. That’s where something could
treek cut.
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Then, tco, I think, you’ve got to look at southern Africa.
There’s the denger of that area teing cut off and
vltirately fellirg into the-Soviet sthere c¢f influence.
Thet wculd prt @ squeeze on the minerals and other
rescurces that are so imrortant to the West. That is not as
irrinert a threat as a lot of people make it out tc be, tut
€till it’s sorething you have to ﬁorry atout.

Fut let me emrhasize this: We’re not the only reople at
risk. The Soviets have their rroblers, -tcc.
¢ ‘thet scrt cf rrotlers are the most serious for the
tcviets?
2 I wcrld meke three pcints, First, the Scviets have been
¢tle tc carry on the biggést rilitary tuildur in the
histcry of the world end sormehow manage to make us the
verrcngers. We’'re rertrayed as the threat to reace tecause
we ‘'re restonding. If we tell our story right, we can turn
thet tide. We’re not very gced at it. But we can make the
wecrld rcre ccncerned atout the Soviets as e threat to the
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reece.

Seccrd, the Pcland develcrment shculd te prcof cf the
failure of the command eccnomy and the Communist system.
They can’t work in the long run withcut truvtal rerression.
I dcn’t kpcw Low Poland and Rorania, which is alsc in a
ress, ar€ going to pull out.

Finally, the Soviet econcmy is in very tad shape. The
lecdership was a year late with its five-year rlan. And in
crder'to increase military srending to match ur with ours,
they hed tc meke an enormous reducticn in their investment
rrcerar. Tke roor economy has led to a sccial rmalaise,
clcchclisr, lator unrest and strikes in Fstonia. I'm told
that Sclidarity tuttons were bringing $2¢ ariece in the
Ukreine before Decerber 13.

At scre rcint, the tcttor of the tarrel is going tc ererge
in the Soviet Union. There are real constraints on the
Scviets -- real constraints. They‘re only atle tc carry cn
their activities arcupmd the world because they ve learned
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tc use other teorle so well.
G On the CIA itself: What have you done to build up the
teency after its years cf buffeting?
! The basic intelligence-gathering carability can’t be
charged overnight. It had run QOwn over a seven cr eight
year tericd largely tecause of a 40 percent drawdown in
funds and a2 52 to €2 rercent drawdown in reople. Over the
rast two years, starting with the last year of the Carter
¢driristraticr, there has teen a solid tuildur of
ceretilities.

we have ccrrleted an irpcrtant exercise to exarine the
cheallerges that the intelligence comrunity will face during
the rest cf the decade and the availatle technologies. We
nave defined the carabilities needed to meet thcese
chellenges. And we now have a general go-ahead tc carry out
thet tulld vur.
C Dces that involve a substantial increase in funding and
steff?
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A Yes, tut I cen’t te srecific about either as they’re
clessified. But the buildup is roughkly in line with the
deferse tvildrr.

We alsc have introduced a numter of other imrrovements to
irtegrete more effectively the intelligence process with
the administration’s policy-making machinery and tc improve
cccrdination within the 1nteiligence community. We now
teve a fast-track rrocedure that‘can rroduce an estimate 1in
2 week or‘twc wﬁen Folicymakers need something quickly.
¢ What imrortance do you attach to covert oreraticns thet
were virtvelly susrended ty the Carter aiministretion?

} The Carter administration did-virtually discontinue
these for 2bout twc years but in the final two years they
vrdertcck increasing numters of special activities. These
car te irrortant. We don’t talk much about these
2ctivities as they’re undertaken in confidence and only if
they’re authorized by the Executive French and repcrted to

(cngress.
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Q Are ycuv seriously hamrered by legislative constraints?
? Nc. We tell ther atout it in Congress. They’ve raised
csome questions and sometimes this helps us to fine-tune
vhat we are doing.

¢ TIc you infcrr Congress of these orerations tefore you
start them?

A I can’t think of anytime that.we.haven’t.

¢ Toes the Fresident’s recent executive order defining the
role of the CIA rermit the agency to engage in orerations
ir this ccuntry cr sty cn Armericans abrced as critics have
é¢lleged?

} Testite the fuss made over the executive order, it
dcesn’t alter the situvation. We don’t spy cn Arericans in
this cocuntry. A1l counterintelligence, law-enforcerent and
éntiterrorist activity in this country is the rrovince of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. But since these
frctlers den’t stor at the water’s edge -- they flcw in --
the rew executive crder permits the CIA to orerate to the
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extert ¢f surrcrting end coordinating with the FEI. That
reers we crerate under rules laid down by the Attorney
Geperal.

Ncw, there is a prcvision in the crder rermits us, inA
rursuvit of foreign pplicy otje?tives atroad, to work with
}meriqans yho want to helrp gfvwith fecreigners here in this
ccuentry.

(¥NI INTERVIEW)

(END)
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